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30 AD 
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Luk. 21:19-22 
Mat.24:1-2 
Jer.16:9-21 

Zec.12:1-3 



Timeline Events 

70 AD 

 

Jerusalem destroyed 
“Jerusalem ... was so thoroughly razed to the ground 
by those that demolished it to its foundations, that 
nothing was left that could ever persuade visitors 
that it had once been a place of habitation”  
-  Josephus. 

130 AD 

 

Roman Emperor Hadrian 
• Desired to rebuild Jerusalem as a good noble act 

and gift to Jewish people. 
• Upon visiting Jerusalem Hadrian changed his 

mind and wanted to dedicate the city to a Roman 
god Jupiter Capitolinus. 
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Bar Kokhba Revolt (132-136 AD) 

• Took about 3 years to 
supress (132-136 AD). 

• Hadrian was enraged 
and determined to erase 
Judaism. 

• Jews were expelled from 
the city & banned from 
entering it. 

• It was around this time 
that Jerusalem was 
renamed Aelia 
Capitolina. 

Important events 
• Israel name changed to 

Syria Palestina. 
 
• Jerusalem changed to Aelia 

Capitolina, a Roman god. 

It isn’t known exactly 
whether the anti-Jewish 
decrees followed the Bar 
Kokhba revolt or preceded 
it and were actually the 
cause of the revolt. 
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Jerusalem ban 

• Jerusalem was rebuilt as a 
typical Roman town. 

• Jews & Christians were 
not permitted to enter 
Aelia Capitolina. Anyone 
who would defy this law 
would be killed. 

• Jews could only enter 
Jerusalem once in a year 
during  Tisha B'Av (annual 
day of prayer and fasting) 
 

Jerusalem 
now Aelia 
Capitolina 
became a 
secular city. 
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4th Century - Constantine 
lifts Jerusalem ban 

• Christians allowed 
into the city. 

• Constantine orders 
construction of 
Christian holy sites, 
including the Church 
of the Holy 
Sepulchre. Traditionally known as the site where the 

Lord Jesus was crucified. It was 
consecrated on 13 September 335 

Public Domain Image 8 



Byzantine Empire  

• Note that the Roman empire had grown so large 
that it became practically impossible to govern it 
from one central place, Rome. 

• At that time there was a threat on the eastern 
side of the empire: the Persians had become 
powerful again (remember Daniel says the spirits 
of the beasts did not die!).  So Constantine chose  
as his seat of power Byzantium, a Greek colony.   

• Byzantium was renamed Constantinople 
(Istanbul today. See location on map below). 
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• By 395 AD the Roman Empire had two states 
and hence two capitals: 

 Western Empire:  

o Italy 

o Gaul 

o Britannia 

o Spain 

o North Africa 

Spoke Latin 
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 Eastern Empire 

(also called Byzantine Empire) 

o  Palestine 

o Egypt 

o Asia Minor 

o Greece 

o Macedonia 

Spoke Greek 
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Western Roman 
Empire with Rome as 

capital 

Eastern  Roman Empire 
with Constantinople  

as capital 
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Palestine during Byzantine Empire 

1. Following  Constantine’s victory in the Civil 
Wars of the Tetrarchy (306–324), the total 
Christianization of the Roman Empire began. 

2. At the First Council of Nicaea (325 AD)  
Capitolina Aelia was recognised as a 
patriarchate. Aleia named back as Jerusalem. 

3. Many Christians migrated to the Holy Land. 
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5. In 326, the mother of Constantine (Helena) 
visited Jerusalem and ordered the destruction 
of Hadrian's temple to Venus, which had been 
built on Calvary. It was on this site that the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre was constructed. 

Note that the Christianity that characterised this period of time was 
Catholic in form. It was later governed by the papacy. It was not 
founded on true Biblical doctrines but false doctrines and superstition. 
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Byzantine-Persian Wars 
(285-628 AD) 

• A new Persian empire began to rise in 224AD. The 
rulers of the empire came from a family, the 
House of Sasan, which ruled from 224 to 651 AD. 

• The Sasanian empire engaged in a series of 
conflicts with the Byzantine Empire for many 
years. 

• The Byzantine–Sasanian War of 602–628 was the 
final and most devastating of the series of 
wars fought between the two empires 
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• At the end of the war the two empires were 
both exhausted. 

• Because of exhaustion both empires became 
vulnerable to the rise of Islam. At the end of 
the Byzantine–Sasanian War of 602–628 the 
first caliphate after the death of Islam’s 
prophet had been established. 

 

 

NOTE: Muhammad died in 632 AD. Within 6 years 
Arab warriors  made bloody conquests of 
Palestine and Persia. They had been led by the 
prophet’s representatives Abu Bakr  and Omar. 
After the death of Omar  several caliphs were 
chosen to succeed him. Arabs had bloody and 
ferocious fights against one another. 

17 



Rise of Islam 

• In the early 600s Arabs lived in tents,  moved 
around and fought with one another. 

• They worshipped stars and a stone which was 
believed to have fallen from heaven at the 
Shrine of Kaaba in Mecca. 

• In the city of Mecca was a double orphaned 
poor boy. He made his living from tending 
flocks of rich people. 
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• Later in life, when he was about 24 or 25, he 
worked for a rich wealthy widow. They got 
married. 

• This young man had great interest in matters 
of religion. In Mecca he met Jews and 
Christians and was particularly interested  in 
their belief of the One invisible and  Almighty 
God. He also enjoyed stories of Abraham, 
Joseph, Jesus Christ and Mary. 
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• One day whilst on a journey he experienced a 
vision. It seemed to him that Angel Gabriel 
appeared and commanded “Read!”…This he 
said three times. The experience  shook him. 
At another time the voice came again saying 
“Rise and give warning!” 
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• With these experiences, he began to preach to 
people in Mecca about the One God who will 
one day judge the world. He told the people 
that God had called him to be his messenger. 

• The priests of Kaaba didn’t take him to be a 
prophet of God but a dangerous enemy. They 
warned people against associating with him or 
doing any business with him and his family. 
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• Despite the antagonism, his popularity grew, 
much to the annoyance of tribal leaders and 
Kaaba priests. 

• The leaders accused the man of treason and 
wanted him executed. 

• Assassins plotted. However, when they reached 
his house, he fled through a window, and went to 
Medina. This happened on 16th  June 622. His 
followers started counting years from this date. 
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• In Medina the prophet taught about one God and 
how people ought to submit to His will.  In arabic 
the word for ‘Submission to God’ is Islam. 

• The people were to fight for this teaching, killing 
all those who did not believe in the message of 
their prophet. 

• The people of Medina attacked Mecca to avenge 
for their prophet.  Later Muhammad with 1500 
soldiers, conquered the whole town. Idols were 
destroyed and town was  brought under Islam.  
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• The prophet continued having visions and 
messages from Allah. The messages were 
recorded in a book called Koran. 

• In the Koran it is written: 
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“Fight and slay the Pagans wherever ye find them, and seize them, beleaguer 
them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war); but if they repent, and 
establish regular prayers and pay Zakat then open the way for them: for Allah is 

oft-forgiving, Most Merciful” 
 Chapter  9:5  sūrat l-tawbah (The Repentance) 

 



• The Arabs obeyed the words of the Prophet. 
“Pagans” in the deserts had either been killed 
or converted. Like a mighty wind, within six 
years after the death of Muhammad, 
Palestine and Persia were conquered. Later 
north Africa was subdued. 

• In 670 AD Arab armies tried to conquer 
Constantinople but failed. 
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Capture of Constantinople & Rise of 
the Ottoman Empire 

• However, at the close of the 13th century (in 
1299), a new Islamic empire – the Ottoman 
Empire -  had emerged which later succeeded 
to conquer the Byzantine empire. 

• On 29 May 1453 Constantinople was captured 
by Ottoman army. This ended the Byzantine 
Empire. 
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Notes on the Ottoman Empire 
 

• The Ottoman Empire was one of the largest 
and longest lasting empires in history (1301 – 
1922). 

• It was an empire inspired and sustained by 
Islam, and Islamic institutions. 

• It replaced the Byzantine Empire as the major 
power in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
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Zionism 

• In 1880 many Jews in different places of the 
world desired to return to Palestine. 

• In 1880 – there were about 8,000,000 Jews in 
the world.  

 5,000,000 were in Eastern Europe 

 2,000,000 were in Western Europe 

 1,000,000 in Asia, North Africa & North 
America 
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Causes 

• Anti-semitism 

• Modernity and enlightment 

• Influence of European 
nationalism 
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Jewish immigration to Palestine 
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• 1882 – First ALiyah 

• Because of pogroms they encouraged 
themselves to go to Palestine which at 
that time was under the Ottoman 
Empire. 

• 25,000 immigrated. Most from Russia. 

• Immigrants believed in being practical 
(doing physical work to create 
economic activity and creating social 
institutions). A state wasn’t their plan. 



• They ignored arab tribes living there but 
believed that their productive agenda would 
also help the arabs in that region. 

• Troubles 

 Terrible weather 

 Lack of agricultural knowledge 

 Epidemics 

 Lack of financial resources 
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Beginning  
of Political 

Zionism 

33 

• Originally a liberal 
journalist who resided 
in Vienna (in Austria). 

 
• converted to the 

Zionist idea when he 
covered the Dreyfus 
Affair during whose 
trial protesters 
chanted “Death to the 
Jews!” 
 Theodor Herzl 



• Herzl devoted his life to find a new place outside 
Europe for the Jews.  

• He met with kings, ministers, and officials all over 
Europe in order to convince them to support the 
Jewish mass immigration from Europe to the land 
of Israel.  

• He tried to persuade the Ottoman officials who 
controlled Palestine that they will benefit from 
such a mass immigration. 

• All attempts failed but he established institutions  
and set a foundation for the Zionism movement. 
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• A late offer by Great Britain to allocate land 
for Zionist settlement in Uganda gave hope to 
Herzl but  Zionists could not accept Zionism 
without Zion. Their immigration had to be to 
their ancestral land! 

• Herzl died at 44 in 1904 and is known as the 
founder of Zionism and the prophet and seer 
of the State of Israel. 
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Slides will continue in Part 2 of the sermon 

“The Burden of Jerusalem” 
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