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To the Elect Lady 
…and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they 

that have known the truth;  For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall 

be with us for ever  (2 Joh.1:1-2). 

 

4 November 2018 

Garnishing Tombs 

They mastered the words of Moses. They recited the Law and the Prophets. They dressed 

religiously and sat in prominent places of the synagogues. They were consulted on matters of 

doctrine. These were the Pharisees, Teachers of the Law, and Scribes. They fasted regularly 

and gave tithes of their increase. Surely, they were righteous but only that righteous! 

The righteousness of the Pharisees and scribes only went as far as observing letters of 

Scripture and norms; they could not go beyond to recognise and partake of the fulfilment 

(spirit or life) of the Scripture! And, like the Lord Jesus Christ warned us, “except your 

righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 

enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Mat.5:20).  

We should ask ourselves: Have we been able to perceive and partake of the fulfilment 

(or revelation) of Scripture in our day? See, God‟s Word is like a seed; after being planted, 

there was time for the little shoot to sprout off the ground, and later the manifestation of the 

stem with its branches and leaves. Now, although the present look of the plant could be 

branches or leaves, those features were actually always there but could not be seen by the eye 

because they were hidden in the seed. Only when the seed was put in the right place (soil) 

and there were right conditions of air, light, and moisture, did growth begin, and features 

previously hidden from sight became revealed! Now, likewise, “The seed is the Word of 

God” (Luk.8:11) and we ought to be able to discern the present truth (manifestation) of its 

life in our day!  

Through time the Seed of the Word has been „growing‟ and those with eyes have been 

able to perceive and get established in its revelation, the “present truth” (1 Pet.1:12). On the 

other hand are people who only hold to the physical appearance of the seed, failing to 

reconcile the seemingly strange forms of the stem, branches, and leaves that proceeded from 

the seed! In looking at the seed (letters), they fail to see (reconcile its appearance with) the 

manifestation of its life (the stem, branches, and leaves)! Thus, “they seeing see not, and 

hearing they hear not, neither do they understand” (Mat.13:13). That is exactly what 

happened when one day the Lord rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

 

A strange Prophecy 
One day a Hebrew prophet, Zechariah, gave a very strange prophecy: “Rejoice greatly, O 

daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy king cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; 

lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass” (Zec.9:9). How would a 
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person coming with the “salvation” of Israel, a nation which had been subdued by mighty 

kingdoms, be lowly and riding on a donkey? At the time of the prophecy of Zechariah the 

nation was under that mighty empire of Medo-Persia. To think of Israel getting delivered by a 

lowly man riding on a donkey was unthinkable! Well, a year passed and the prophecy did not 

fulfil. Two years passed and nothing had happened. Fifty years, and then a hundred years, 

still nothing! The prophecy had been given at the time of the Persian Empire, but new 

empires had risen and fallen – Greece then Rome – and the prophecy had not yet fulfilled! It 

was at the time of that cruel Roman Empire, about 500 years since the prophecy had been 

given, that the prophecy got fulfilled, albeit in a way that people didn‟t notice. Yes, God had 

not forgotten about the Salvation King and He had also not forgotten to prepare the donkey 

that was to carry the king. The seed of prophecy was only waiting for its right place, time, 

and conditions to manifest the life of the Word! 

That Donkey! 
It may have been just one of the animals the family owned in that small village near the 

Mount of Olives. It was a good and healthy donkey. That day it was tied. The owner may 

have tied it for what seemed to be the usual thing done to animals when we want to restrict 

their movements. However, unknown to the owner, it was now time for the five hundred year 

old prophecy to get fulfilled and that donkey had been prepared for the same purpose! No 

man had rode on it because it had been kept for a day and hour the Lord would use it to enter 

Jerusalem in fulfilling Zechariah 9:9 but Daniel 9:25.  

Now, who knew anything important about that donkey? To begin with, it wasn‟t a 

horse but a mere donkey! It wasn‟t from a city but a village! It may have been angry for 

being tied, and hence not being able to explore life as it desired. But all that was for a 

purpose, for soon it would be loosed and experience an honour it had never had before – men 

and women lying clothes where it would tread for carrying the Lord! Oh, if a child of God 

can only know that present bondages or troubles are not unto destruction but for glory! Even 

when our loved one (a believer in the faith) has died, let‟s not despair;  in Isaiah we read that, 

“The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, 

none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. He shall enter into 

peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness” (Isa.57:1-2). 

 

False Expectations 

People waited for the Messiah with their own carnal expectations. When they read Daniel‟s 

prophecies they expected a great person to arise and crush the mighty Roman Empire. They 

knew the written prophecies but did not have a heart and eyes to discern the ways of God. 

They had man-made religious systems from where teachers of the Law were orained. They 

thought the messiah would arise from their established systems. Could they not look back 

into history and see how Moses and other prophets were called? 

 At no time in history has God ever raised a prophet who conformed to established 

religious systems. Such systems are often filled with people who are too dead to recognise the 

living Word of God. When the Lord Jesus came, the religious leaders of the day rejected him 

by quoting past prophets. One day they rebuked a man who was testifying to them about a 

miracle, telling him: “Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples” (Joh.9:28). But who 
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was this Moses they claimed to believe? What did he experience in his ministry? What kind 

of people followed and believed in him? Was it people of the sort of Pharisees? 

Revering Prophets of Old 
The teachers of the Law revered Moses and recited his words. They rejected Jesus with 

Moses‟ quotes! But if only they could look closer they would have realised that Jesus was the 

living manifestation of what Moses pointed to. And if they could look back they would have 

realised that the same spirit that rejected Moses was actually operating in them. In Numbers 

chapter 14 we read that “all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people 

wept that night”. That was an entire congregation crying out. If truth is in numbers then 

surely these people were right! But what were the people crying about? Verse two and four 

continues: “And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and 

the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or 

would God we had died in this wilderness!... And they said one to another, Let us make a 

captain, and let us return into Egypt.” How would a people murmur against Moses, that great 

prophet? Well, a prophet may look great because he is no more and we can read him on pages 

of paper. It is important to know that whenever the Word manifests, it does so in simplicity. 

Is it not strange that when Joshua and Caleb saw the rebellion of the people and spoke out 

against their disobedience to God, the people threatened to stone them – “But all the 

congregation bade stone them with stones” (Num.14:10). Here we notice the people‟s 

violence against faithful disciples of Moses, Joshua and Caleb! Surely, Joshua stood for what 

Moses truly believed. And so, if they could not accept Moses, they wouldn‟t definitely accept 

Joshua! Isn‟t that what has happened to today‟s Joshuaic ministry – people have fought and 

rejected what it stands for because they actually reject what Moses‟ ministry truly stood for! 

They can try to quote words of Branham but their actions are contrary to what he actually 

taught – Back to the Word! 

 That day when the Lord rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, Luke 19:37 records that 

“the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for 

all the mighty works that they had seen. Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name 

of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.” The Spirit of God was working 

among these people, making them proclaim Jesus King and hence fulfil Zechariah 9:9. This 

was much to the annoyance of religious leaders who heard the praise as “noise” and not 

fulfilment of prophecy (v.39-40). These are the people who decorated and revered tombs of 

prophets of old but yet denied the Spirit that now worked in their present day! 

 As the Lord Jesus moved closer to Jerusalem and saw the city he wept: “he beheld the 

city, and wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 

things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall 

come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, 

and keep thee in on every side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children 

within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest 

not the time of thy visitation” (v.41-44). 

 How did the Jews become ignorant of the time of their visitation? Why did they spend 

time garnishing the tombs of old prophets but yet failing to recognise the present prophetic 

ministry? Simply because, although they had faith in the prophets, they did not have the faith 

of the prophets! By not having the faith of the prophets they were not truly children of the 

prophets but actually children of those that killed the prophets – “Woe unto you, scribes and 
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Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres 

of the righteous,And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 

partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, 

that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of 

your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them 

ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 

persecute them from city to city: That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon 

the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, 

whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these things shall 

come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 

stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, 

even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house 

is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. ” (Mat.23:29-39) 

70 AD – Jerusalem Destroyed 
In 70 AD the words of the Lord got fulfilled when Jerusalem, because of the rebellion of 

Jews against the Roman Empire, was surrounded by armies of Rome under Prince Titus. The 

city was razed to the ground and lay desolate, dispersing the Jews. However, after many years 

later on (about 300 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus) Rome embraced 

Christianity and erected a temple on the site of the tomb where the Lord was laid to rest 

before His resurrection. It‟s a huge and beautiful structure that attracts tourists from all over 

the world. It is called the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

 

Do the people who garnish this structure, to maintain it for the many tourists who visit it, 

have the faith of Jesus Christ? Are the many people who visit it truly disciples of Christ? Will 

the world, which so much cherishes the tomb of Christ, recognise the sign of the Messiah sent 

to this generation? Did people have eyes to recognise the Star-Messenger who was sent to the 

Laodicean Church Age, the forerunner of the Second Coming of Christ? Did they hear and 

understand his Message? 

In Christ 

Andrew C. Phiri 


